
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

Writer’s Workshop 

 

During Writer’s workshop, 
students choose their own topics 

to write about in a variety of 
genres. Students in first grade 

write small moment narratives, 
instructions, descriptions, 

opinions, and nonfiction essays.  
 

Students watch modeled writing, 
share in interactive writing, use 

published mentor texts as 
examples of writing techniques, 
and engage in their own original 

writing during writer’s 
workshop. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social Living 

Our Social Studies curriculum is 
Houghton Mifflin’s “School and 
Family.” We cover geography, 

history, civics and government, 
economics, and citizenship. We 

also engage our students in 
project-based learning in each 

unit as students come to an 
understanding of these concepts 

in the world, they live in. 
 

Science 

In first grade, students learn 
about a variety of science 

concepts, including: engineering 
and technology; sound and light; 

plant and animal structures; 
living things and their young; and 

objects and patterns in the sky. 
Our science curriculum is also 

project based, and students 
engage in many hands-on 

activities while learning about 
scientific concepts and processes 

in the world around them. 
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    Morning Meeting   

Students in first grade have a daily 
Morning Meeting to get their school 
day started. The students are guided 

through prayer and the pledge. We go 
over the objectives for the day for 

reading and math and that helps to 
get their brains ready for learning. 

 

Reader’s Workshop 

Using a variety of authentic mentor 
texts, students learn comprehension 

strategies, then practice these 
strategies by reading self-chosen 

books. 
 

Guided Reading 

Students work in small groups to 
practice decoding, phonics, and 

comprehension using leveled texts. 
Students also work through reading 
stations with a partner to practice 

skills and reading strategies. 
 

 

 

Balanced Literacy 

 

In order to make reading successful in 
our classrooms we practice the balanced 

literacy approach, which includes 
components of reading and writing. As 

teachers, we provide a rigorous, 
supportive, and well-researched 

curriculum to support students in taking 
ownership of their own learning. 

Students receive modeling of deep 
thinking from teacher read aloud and 

shared reading, and the opportunity to 
try new reading strategies in reader’s 

workshop and guided reading. 

 

Community Service 

Every year the first graders sing 
Christmas Carols at two nursing 
homes. We think community service 
is important and starts with our 
youngest students! 

  

 

Math 

 

Our math curriculum is “Sadlier 
Math.” Our focus in first grade is on 
addition and subtraction, and the 

relationship between the two 
operations. Students also begin 

learning addition and subtraction 
facts. Students have many 

opportunities for hands on math 
experiences with manipulatives and 
games designed to teach math skills 
while having fun. Students also learn 

measurement, number 
relationships, telling time, data and 

graphing, and geometry. 
 

Mentor Texts 

 

Mentor texts are books that display 
qualities of reading and/or writing we 

want our students to learn. These 
books will be read several times while 
used in our reading and writing mini 

lessons. 
 

Field Trips 

First graders take field trips to see plays, 
to the zoo, and to other exciting 
destinations related to our curriculum. 
 

 


